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Travels in Chile, Peru, and on the Amazon River. 385 

and disappear in the same way. At Ega, near the mouth of the 
Teflfee, they do not occur, at least not in summer. The great 
swelling during the rainy season occurs sooner in the Solimoes, or 
middle course of the Amazon river, where it begins to be very per- 
ceptible, about the middle of December, whilst in the Marafion 
that event does not take place before the middle of January. This 
depends upon the difference of the seasons, because west of Sa- 
vary the rainy season sets in a month later, than east of that river. 

From Ega down the Amazon to Para, Dr. Poeppig hastened 
without any delay, as civil war — that scourge of South America — 
was on the point of breaking out, and thence returned to Europe, 
after five years' wandering in the wilds of the New World, laden with 
17,000 specimens of dried plants — some hundred stuffed animals — 
many new plants, before unknown — three thousand descriptions of 
plants — numerous other natural productions — and many sketches 
of scenery, sixteen of which are published. Since the work of 
Baron Humboldt, there is probably in no language of Europe so 
full an account of the countries of South America and their pro- 
ductions — of their inhabitants and the social and political state they 
are placed in by their new situation — as in this highly-interesting 
work of Dr. Poeppig. 



V. — Etudes de Geographie Critique sur une Pariie de VAfriquf 
Septentrionale. Par M, d'Avezac, Secretaire General de la 
Society de Geographie de Paris, Corr. Mem. R. G. S. of 
London. 

Under this simple title will be found one of the most important 
works relating to the geography of part of Northern Africa that 
has been published for some years. 

M. D'Avezac, Secretary to the Geographical Society of Paris, and 
Corresponding Member of that of London, has traced the framework 
of a new map of the northern part of this little-known continent, tak- 
ing for his base line, or point of departure, the recent surveys of the 
coast by Capt. W.H. Smyth, R.N., Tofino, MM. Berard and 
Dortet de Tessan, Boteler and Borda.* He has laid down afresh 
the various itineraries furnished by different travellers, which may 
thus be classed : — 1st, Routes travelled and surveyed by Euro- 
peans ; 2nd!y, The Roman roads, the measure of which has been 
transmitted to us by the Itinerary of Antoninus and the Table of 
Peutinger. Srdly, Routes obtained from natives from the number 

* It is to be regretted that the author had not the recent survey of the West Coast 
of Africa, from Cape Spartel to Cape Bojador, by Lieutenant Arlett, R.N., executed 
during the spring and summer of 1835. 
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of hours of march. 4thly, Tliose measured only by days' jour- 
neys. 5thly, Indications of distances and bearings furnished by 
Arabic writers. Of these, tlie first class is evidently the most to 
be relied upon; and M. D'Avezac does our countryman, Shaw, 
the justice to place him at the head of the list. All the learned 
traveller's routes are discussed and compared with the Arabic and 
Spanish writers — as Ibnu 15at6ta, Ibnu Khalddn, Edrysy, the 
Author of the Cartds, Leo Africanus, Marmol, &c., with an Iti- 
nerary furnished by Ebn-el-Dyn, translated by Mr. Hodgson, 
Consul from the United States at Algiers, and published by the 
" Oriental Translation Committee" of London in 18S1 ; and also 
the travels of Sir Grenville Temple in the Beylik of Tunis (a 
valuable addition to our geography of that part of Africa, and not 
sufficiently known), combined with various itineraries furnished by 
natives of different parts of the country. Besides these sources, 
M. D'Avezac has also consulted the works of those eminent geo- 
graphers, D'Anville and Rennel ; modern writers on this subject, 
as M. Walckenaer, M. Dureau de la Malle, &c. ; and has pro- 
cured itineraries from his correspondents, M. Graberg de Hemso, 
M. de la Porte, and officers employed in Africa ; in short, from all 
available sources ; and by the help of which he has reconciled 
many apparent difficulties — demonstrated the identity of the river 
of Talilet and the Zyz, as had been before shown by M. Walcke- 
naer * — and corrected many errors and discrepancies. We are far 
from meaning to say that many do not yet exist: no one better 
than the author of the " Etudes" knows that many inaccuracies in 
the interior still do and must exist, till Africa can be visited with 
greater security than there seems any probability of at present ; but, 
as M. D'Avezac justly observes, the present outline is an approxi- 
mation starting from known points ; — and the sources consulted 
having been always the best that were accessible, it must be con- 
sidered an important addition in critical geography to our informa- 
tion of the northern part of the continent of Africa. t 

* Rccherches Gfiograiihiques sur I'Interieur do 1' A frique Septentionale. 

f It may be permitted in a note, perhaps, to notice that the author has been 
rather sevtre in his remarks upon one of the last published, and, at the time of pub- 
lication, certainly the best, map of Marocco — that by M. Graberg de Herasb, of I'lo- 
reiice. In it there are doubtless some inaccuracies in names, and perhaps a river 
that may not exist on the southern slope of the Atlas (the existence or non-existence 
of which might be a disputed point) ; but should not the critic be on his guard 
against much greater inaccuracies in his own map, where the Wad Sds falls into the 
Atlantic forty-live miles in latitude out of its true position ; the town of Noun is 
placed on a river from which it is distant sixteen miles ; and the rivers Messa, 
Shleema (four miles south of Cape Noun), and Draha, to the south of Atlas, do not 
appear at all. — Ed. 



